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JEDADIAH HOGERS HOUSE - Se-Maneo,

Coral Township, MecHenry county, Illinois

Qwner: Mr. Victor Wilmot.

Dgte of brection: 1846.

Aprchitect: Unknown.

Builder: Anson Rogers.

Pregsent Condition: Very good. &ll but front:and one side are
- changed. '

Number of vtories: Two.

Materials of Construction: VWood exterior.

Other Existing Records: Frotograsphs.

4dditional pata: (See following pages).
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This interesting farmhouse was built
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his father had received the land by grant
from the United States government. Anson
Rogers, newly come from a New England cul-

- tural background, with his bride of a few

months, worked diligently to erect this
Greekx farm house. He went to Chicago for
lumber for the columns and trim, and hauled
it back by ox-team. The columns were fluted

‘and finished by hand in the cellar during

the winter months. All other trim was like-
wise c¢reated by hand, and black walnut was
used in certain features of the design,this
being cut from the immediate property.

Anson Rogers lived here until 1867,
and upon his death the property was conveyed
to his daughter, Maria Louise Rogers Seward,
sister-in-law of W.H. Seward, Secretary of
State in Lincoln's cabinet. As a focal
center of socigl life, many prominent people
erossed its threshold, including Mr. Lincoln.

Due to the vague nature of the property
abstracts, it can only be assumed that Maria
Rogers Seward passed the property on to her
daughter CGrace, who retained the title until
the present owner, Mr, Victor Wilmot acguired
it in 1930.

The original plan of the house consisted
of the conventional four room first floor and
four room second floor, with a cook house and
auxiliary buildings in the rear and detached
from the house. This concept of plan remsined
until the property went into the hands of Grace
Seward, at which time an addition was made to
the rear of the house, providing for an addi~
tional eight rcoms. At this time the design
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began to suffer, and upon conveyance to
Mr. Victor Wilmot, the only salient featurs 2% -
remaining wag the front portico.

As noted by Mr. Wilmot under date of
April 5, 1935-"we found it necessary to
make @ great many changes on the insids.
The house originally having sixteen roons,
was cut to eleven, thereby incrsasing the
size of all first floor rooms.  The second
floor is exactly &s 1t was originally built.
The o0ld wood~shed in the rear was eliminated
and a back porch was added. In addition,
several dormer windows were gdded on the
sacond floor.™ '

Finally we find the front elevation,
the origingl side of the wegt elevation,
and the stair newel gquite undisturbed, aside
from the changes in window lights. Mr.
Wilmot's reference to the originel building
must be interpreted as epplying to that state
previous to his acquisition.
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